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Urban Centre Shadow Areas
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Abstract: The heterogeneous agglomeration of spatial elements in central areas has led to the
fragmentation of localized "shadow areas”. To examine the co-evolving spatial patterns and potential
social value of these areas in relation to urban centers, an empirical study was conducted in the five
central districts of Chengdu. Results indicate that shadow areas exhibit a discontinuous distribution
aligned with the trajectory of the second ring road. The material and social spaces demonstrate
monocentric and polycentric structures, respectively, reflecting a tendency toward generalized social
value and a moderate level of spatial-societal coupling. Historic districts have a broader emotional
value due to their stable social structure and cultural affiliation. This study explores the interaction
between physical spatial efficiency and the social use value of urban space, revealing latent zones
of social empowerment. These findings offer methodological insights for urban renewal under the
‘people-centered"” development paradigm.
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